
 

THE SOVEREIGN GROWING SEED 
Mark 4:26-34 The incredible power of the Gospel to transform the lost and change the world 

 
Introduction 

  
Mark 4:26 And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes 
to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows—how, he himself does not know. 28 “The 
soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. 29 “But when 
the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come. 
 
30 And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? 31 “It is like 
a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, 
32 yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so 
that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.”  
 
33 With many such parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; 34 and He 
did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples.  
 

  
#1 THE SHINING LAMP; Showing the Gospel 21-25 
 

#2 THE SOVEREIGN SEED;      in secret 26-29 
 
 

William Hendrickson, Just how this growth takes place, the farmer does not know. Neither does the chemist or the most learned 
agricultural specialist. He has never been able to figure out exactly how the seed is able to transform into a living plant;  

 

  
Matthew 16:18 I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus. 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, 
which also performs its work in you who believe 

 

  
John 15:16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you… Romans 9:15 … “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, 
but on God who has mercy. Acts 13:48 … and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 2 Thessalonians 

2:13 … God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 
Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. Romans 8:30 and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified. Ephesians 1:4 …He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him…John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 



 

#3 THE SPREADING SEED; with         influence 30-32 
Micah 4:2-5  2 Many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of 
Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will 
hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again 
will they train for war. 4 Each of them will sit under his vine And under his fig tree, With no one to make them afraid, For the mouth 
of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 5 Though all the peoples walk Each in the name of his god, As for us, we will walk In the name of the 
LORD our God forever and ever. 
 
The prophets predicted that the Kingdom of God would come to the earth and Jesus Christ would sit on the throne in 
the city of Jerusalem and rule the world. In the coming Kingdom there would be worldwide peace, no crime, no poverty, 
and the alleviation of suffering and even death. In this Kingdom Christ would be revered and honored as King; and 
anyone resisting [His RULE] would be stamped out. 

 
Acts 1:6 Lord, is it at this time you are restoring the kingdom to Israel? 

  
Romans 14:17 the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 
Luke 17:21 The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, 
‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst. 

 
 1st The Kingdom has a     beginning 31 
  

 “Seeds” in verse 31 refers to seeds sown in an agricultural manner. It refers to intentionally planted seeds. The word “garden 
plants” in verse 32 refers to garden vegetables that are grown specifically for the purpose of being eaten, as opposed to 
something that grows wild. So the seed referenced here is a seed sown agriculturally to produce something edible. Of all the 
seeds that were sown at that time, and all the seeds that are sown today to produce edible products, the mustard seed was and 
still is the smallest.  

  
Matthew 6:34 do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  
Each day has enough trouble of its own 

 
 2nd The Kingdom has an      End 32 
 

#4 THE LOVING SAVIOR;      in parables 33-34 
  

John 16:14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

 

A – Trust God to do His      
2 Corinthians 5:17 if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come 
 

 

B – Be       to do your work 
Colossians 1:29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. 

  
 God will do HUGE things with      efforts… 
 

 
Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/


 

THE SOVEREIGN GROWING SEED 
Mark 4:26-34 The incredible power of the Gospel to transform the lost and change the world 

 
Introduction 

  
Mark 4:26 And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes 
to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows—how, he himself does not know. 28 “The 
soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. 29 “But when 
the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come. 
 
30 And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? 31 “It is like 
a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, 
32 yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so 
that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.”  
 
33 With many such parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; 34 and He 
did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples.  
 

  
#1 THE SHINING LAMP; Showing the Gospel 21-25 
 

#2 THE SOVEREIGN SEED; GROWING in secret 26-29 
 
 

William Hendrickson, Just how this growth takes place, the farmer does not know. Neither does the chemist or the most learned 
agricultural specialist. He has never been able to figure out exactly how the seed is able to transform into a living plant;  

 

  
Matthew 16:18 I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus. 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, 
which also performs its work in you who believe 

 

  
John 15:16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you… Romans 9:15 … “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, 
but on God who has mercy. Acts 13:48 … and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 2 Thessalonians 

2:13 … God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 
Acts 16:14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. Romans 8:30 and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified. Ephesians 1:4 …He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him…John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 



 

#3 THE SPREADING SEED; with MASSIVE influence 30-32 
Micah 4:2-5  2 Many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of 
Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will 
hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again 
will they train for war. 4 Each of them will sit under his vine And under his fig tree, With no one to make them afraid, For the mouth 
of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 5 Though all the peoples walk Each in the name of his god, As for us, we will walk In the name of the 
LORD our God forever and ever. 
 
The prophets predicted that the Kingdom of God would come to the earth and Jesus Christ would sit on the throne in 
the city of Jerusalem and rule the world. In the coming Kingdom there would be worldwide peace, no crime, no poverty, 
and the alleviation of suffering and even death. In this Kingdom Christ would be revered and honored as King; and 
anyone resisting [His RULE] would be stamped out. 

 
Acts 1:6 Lord, is it at this time you are restoring the kingdom to Israel? 

  
Romans 14:17 the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 
Luke 17:21 The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, 
‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst. 

 
 1st The Kingdom has a TINY beginning 31 
  

 “Seeds” in verse 31 refers to seeds sown in an agricultural manner. It refers to intentionally planted seeds. The word “garden 
plants” in verse 32 refers to garden vegetables that are grown specifically for the purpose of being eaten, as opposed to 
something that grows wild. So the seed referenced here is a seed sown agriculturally to produce something edible. Of all the 
seeds that were sown at that time, and all the seeds that are sown today to produce edible products, the mustard seed was and 
still is the smallest.  

  
Matthew 6:34 do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  
Each day has enough trouble of its own 

 
 2nd The Kingdom has an ENORMOUS End 32 
 

#4 THE LOVING SAVIOR; TEACHING in parables 33-34 
  

John 16:14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

 

A – Trust God to do His WORK 
2 Corinthians 5:17 if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come 
 

 

B – Be FAITHFUL to do your work 
Colossians 1:29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. 

  
 God will do HUGE things with LITTLE efforts… 
 

 
Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 

http://media.faith-bible.net/

